CLAIMS 

1 . A hot-pluggable adapter to be used with a network tap module comprising: 
an adapter block; and 

a first power connector configured to connect to a power jack of a network tap 
module; and 

a second power connector configured to connect to a power supply connector of 
a housing for a plurality of network tap modules, wherein the first and second power 
connectors are electrically connected so as to allow power to flow from a housing 
power supply through a power supply connector, through the second power connector, 
the first power connector, and into a network tap module. 



2. A hot-pluggable adapter as recited in claim 1, wherein the adapter block is a 
machined plastic part. 



3. A hot-pluggable adapter as recited in claim 1, wherein the first and second 
power connectors comprise a barrel style plug adapter which is inserted into a hole of the 
adapter block. 
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g 4. A hot-pluggable adapter as recited in claim 3, further comprising a guide pin. 
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2 2 8 S 5. A hot-pluggable adapter as recited in claim 3, further comprising a screw for 
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attaching the adapter to a network tap module. 
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6. A housing for receiving hot-pluggable network tap modules comprising: 

a chassis for receiving a plurality of network tap modules; 

a power supply for providing power to a plurality of power supply connectors, 
wherein each power supply connector is capable of providing power to a received 
network tap module; 

a first network tap module received in the chassis, the first network tap module 
being connected directly to a corresponding one of the plurality of power supply 
connectors; and 

a second network tap module received in the chassis, the second network tap 
having a length that is shorter than a length of the first network tap module, the second 
network tap module being connected to a corresponding one of the plurality of power 
supply connectors using an adapter that compensates for the shorter length of the 
second network tap module. 
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A housing as recited in claim 6, wherein the adapter comprises: 
an adapter block; and 

a first power connector connected to a power jack of the second network tap 
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8. A housing as recited in claim 7, wherein the first and second power connectors 
are electrically connected so as to allow power to flow from the housing power supply through 
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the power supply connector, through the second power connector, the first power connector, 
and into the second network tap module. 
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